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Meet my mentor

(Mentor: a trusted counselor or guide)

How does one begin? Apart from my
father, how can | put into words, within
this limited space, the profound affect Ed
Pointer has had on my life?

| first met Ed in 1966, just as | was begin-
ning my junior year of college. | was of-
fered a job at Richard Ten Eyck Associ-
ates, an industrial design firm in Wichita,
Kansas. Basically, they made products
look good, from heavy industrial equip-
ment, to Cessna aircraft, to Coleman lan-

terns. Ed was a graphic designer.
Ed Pointer . '

| was hired to keep the many client files in order,
help the stable of designers wherever needed, and
fill in with art, lettering and presentation preparation
when requested.

| was attracted to Ed from the start. He was funny,
very creative and extremely good at just about every:
thing artistic. From the beginning, he always encour:
aged me and gave me the opportunity to grow as a
artist. He became an important teacher and coun-
selor in my life, and remains so to this day. We still E
jokingly laugh how he has taught me everything |
know...and | willingly agree.

When Ed left Richard Ten Eyck in order to head up “
the design department at OblingetSmith, landscape
architects and city planners, | followed him there.

After attending college class all
day, | would arrive at work late
in the afternoon, receive
assignments from him and
work late into the evening so
that everything would be ready

for him the next day. iPizza Peteod, desig

Pointer, had many useful applications

Ed was an encouraging and

patient boss. | learned much

about design, illustration,

drawing and photography
from him. He is
unique and the
most creative
person | know or

iOpen HR®G t@acHlito have known.
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painting commemorates the first

heart bypass surgery.

The operation was performed by Dr. Michael DeBakey in

1956. | purchased this amazing painting in 1971.
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When | graduated from college in 1968, | received an Air Force com-
mission and left for California where | was stationed for the next four
years. Ed and | corresponded regularly and his let-
ters were always interesting, and as you can see, visu
ally exciting.

In 1970, he
graphics, and
until he closed

opened his own design firm, Visual-
ran that successfully for 22 years

it in 1992 in order to devote himself
to painting full- time. Watercolor Magicmagazine
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and logo for Big Cheese Pizza, also graphics, logo and package design
for Vornado, maker of the popular fan. | was invited to join Visualgraph-
ics upon leaving the Air Force but opted instead to try my hand at a
freelance illustration career in Dallas.

Mr. Pointer is
extremely versa
tile. This is his
most famous
work.
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artistic career, it pales in comparison to his spiri-

tual influence. | will never forget a letter | received
from him in late 1968 telling me that he had dis-
covered meaning and purpose for his life. My im-
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Because | respected him so much, this new
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aside. Ed had become a Christian, a real ong,
and an ardent student of the Word. | had
been raised in a religious home, church every
Sunday and strict adherence to obedience,
integrity and responsibility, but it was Ed,
along with his wife, Jeanne, who introduced
me to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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many questions, whenever we got together.
When Marcia and | married, | left the Air
Force, and we moved to Dallas, it was Ed
who suggested a wonderful church for us.
He recommended a popular book, on the
market at the time, for us to read. All that
together led to a spiritual rebirth in August
1972. Ed continued to disciple me and
helped me learn to study the Bible. After all
these years, | still seek his counsel. He remains a trusted friend and a
true mentor in every sense of the wordOh, how blessed | have been.
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Ed and his wife, Jeanne, have been married for 56 years. They have
three children and four grandchildren. They continue to reside in
Wichita, Kansas.
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Here are excerpts from just a few of

the many letters received, followed
by my response:
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sessment of abstract Art. may be a reflg
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thing we do as Christighg. | think an ab
stract artist can do that as well as a ref
tational artist by doing his art to the ve
of his God given ability.
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individual works have value or whether

one can enjoy various styles of painting.
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change for a country founded by secuITr SEE

owners, who believed in a total separa
between the church and the state. Try
ing these teachings and see what happ
Are there exceptions? Is some truth be
taught? Yes, but in the main, truth, hon
open debate, even the welfare of our ¢
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a lie. Exactly the same happened in the art

world. Hundreds of years of incredible
suddenly irrelevant...and proven methg
training, which equipped artists to prod
work of such quality, was looked upon
strictive. So now we have a dumbed ddg
society that believes just about anythin
be declared art. Anyone can be an art
cause quality of the work and the ability
clearly communicate with the audience
longer necessary. Add to this the full w

government, universities and museums..

the lie becomes truth.
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derful.l am going to forward it to one of
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see.She was a good photographer unt
went there and they have, in my opinio
ined herOne of her highly praised piece
a collage consisting of pictures torn fro
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paint with the £ word written all S@r it.

totally unlike the vesne was raiseven he
photography is bizarre-ahf the time |
can't even figure out what the subject ¢
thephoto is supposed to lban hoping ya
article will spark aawakening of true art

JPePerfect example of problem. What g
do you think she would receive if she p|
graphed something beautiful and edifyi

Gordon Baketam73 years of age, a hu.
band, a father, a geologist, an environt
/st, a conversationallst, an artist, a skef
and an athelstagree with every word in
newsletteiReligion is a major foundatio.
civilization and our culture and needs f
main importanEven more important is
need for every individual to adhere to 4
moral and ethical standards set forth ir
New Testamehfavor Christian morals &
ethics because that is what | am most
with.And, yes, you can be an atheist a
be moral and ethiaaélso favor all you h.
to say about atthave only been painting
the last ten years but have shared you
of art for the last 50 yedréew years ago
read an excerpt from a letter written by
Picasso late in his life to a friend where
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JP3Doing good things apart from trustin

g God

is like doing a wonderful painting on a mil-

dewed canvas. It will all eventually coni
nothing. The New Testament is much 1
than a code of moral and ethical guidel
People, even governments do good thi
as the New Testament also teaches, g
works without faith in Jesus, is not creg
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ideas that have passed through my head. The

less they understood the more they ad
me. Through amusing myself with all th
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For a painter celebrity means sales and conse-

guent affluence. Today, as you know, |
But when | am alone, | do not have the
ery to consider myself an artist at all, n
grand old meaning of the word. Giotto,
Rembrandt, Goya were great painters.
only a public clown. | have understood

am rich.
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| am

my time

and have exploited the imbecility, the vianity,

the greed of my contemporaries. It is a

bitter

confession, more painful than it may seem;

but at least, and at last, does have the
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Thanks to all for your great letters.
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