
March 2010 

  

 

 

 

John Pototschnik Fine Art                                                                                                 

Newsletter 

 

Meet my mentor                                                                                
(Mentor: a trusted counselor or guide) 

Ed Pointer 

How does one begin? Apart from my    

father, how can I put into words, within 

this limited space, the profound affect Ed 

Pointer has had on my life? 

I first met Ed in 1966, just as I was begin-

ning my junior year of college. I was of-

fered a job at Richard Ten Eyck Associ-

ates, an industrial design firm in Wichita, 

Kansas. Basically, they made products 

look good, from heavy industrial equip-

ment, to Cessna aircraft, to Coleman lan-

terns. Ed was a graphic designer. 

I was hired to keep the many client files in order, 

help the stable of designers wherever needed, and to 

fill in with art, lettering and presentation preparation 

when requested. 

I was attracted to Ed from the start. He was funny, 

very creative and extremely good at just about every-

thing artistic. From the beginning, he always encour-

aged me and gave me the opportunity to grow as an 

artist. He became an important teacher and coun-

selor in my life, and remains so to this day. We still 

jokingly laugh how he has taught me everything I 

know...and I willingly agree. 

When Ed left Richard Ten Eyck in order to head up 

the design department at Oblinger-Smith, landscape 

architects and city planners, I followed him there. 

After attending college class all                                     

day, I would arrive at work late                                                 

in the afternoon, receive                                               

assignments from him and                                         

work late into the evening so                                           

that everything would be ready                                               

for him the next day.                                                                                                   ñPizza Peteò, designed for Pizza Hut by 

Pointer, had many useful applications 

Ed was an encouraging and 

patient boss. I learned much 

about design, illustration, 

drawing and photography 

from him. He is 

unique and the 

most creative 

person I know or 

have known. ñOpen Heartò - 50ò x 74ò - acrylic -  

as it appeared on the cover of 

ñWichitaò Magazine in 1969. This 

painting commemorates the first 

heart by-pass surgery. 

The operation was performed by Dr. Michael DeBakey in 

1956. I purchased this amazing painting in 1971. 

When I graduated from college in 1968, I received an Air Force com-

mission and left for California where I was stationed for the next four 

years. Ed and I                                 corresponded regularly and his let-

ters were always                              interesting, and as you can see, visu-

ally exciting.                               

In 1970, he                                      opened his own design firm, Visual-

graphics, and                                   ran that successfully for 22 years 

until he closed                                 it in 1992 in order to devote himself 

to painting full-                                time. Watercolor Magic magazine 
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and logo for Big Cheese Pizza, also graphics, logo and package design 

for Vornado, maker of the popular fan. I was invited to join Visualgraph-

ics upon leaving the Air Force but opted instead to try my hand at a 

freelance illustration career in Dallas.  

Mr. Pointer is 

extremely versa-

tile. This is his 

most famous 

work. 

Pencil drawing for a 

Christmas card 

ñUnfinished Symphonyò                         

52ò x 72ò                                           

acrylic  

 �$�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���D�V���(�G�·�V���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���W�R���P�\��
artistic career, it pales in comparison to his spiri-

tual influence. I will never forget a letter I received 

from him in late 1968 telling me that he had dis-

covered meaning and purpose for his life. My im-

�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V�����´�2�K���Q�R�����P�\���E�H�V�W���I�U�L�H�Q�G�����W�K�H��
�R�Q�H���,���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���W�K�H���P�R�V�W�����K�D�V���E�H�F�R�P�H���D���´�U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V��
�I�D�Q�D�W�L�F���µ                                                

Because I respected him so much, this new                                              

�´�U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���I�D�Q�D�W�L�F�L�V�P�µ���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H���E�U�X�V�K�H�G��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
aside. Ed had become a Christian, a real one,                                                

and an ardent student of the Word. I had                                                     

been raised in a religious home, church every                                                   

Sunday and strict adherence to obedience,                                                      

integrity and responsibility, but it was Ed, 

along with his wife, Jeanne, who introduced 

me to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   

�:�H�·�G���K�D�Y�H���K�R�X�U�V���R�I���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���,�·�G���K�D�Y�H��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
many questions, whenever we got together.                                               

When Marcia and I married, I left the Air                                                     

Force, and we moved to Dallas, it was Ed                                                     

who suggested a wonderful church for us.                                                                         

He recommended a popular book, on the                                                          

market at the time, for us to read. All that 

together led to a spiritual rebirth in August 

1972. Ed continued to disciple me and 

helped me learn to study the Bible. After all 

these years, I still seek his counsel. He remains a trusted friend and a 

true mentor in every sense of the word. Oh, how blessed I have been.  

ñAdobe with Crossesò         

22ò x 32ò   -  Watercolor                       

ñTail Lights in Motionð

Turnpike, Flint Hillsò          

20ò x 24ò  -  Acrylic  

ñPrairielandsðMoonrise, 

Kansasò                              

11ò x 14ò  -  Acrylic       

ñPrairielandsð                      

Mid Winter Bluestemò 

16ò x 20ò  -  Acrylic 

ñA Sometimes Roadð             

Flint Hillsò                              

40ò x 40ò  -  Acrylic  

Ed and his wife, Jeanne, have been married for 56 years. They have 

three children and four grandchildren. They continue to reside in    

Wichita, Kansas. 

�7�R���H�Q�M�R�\���P�R�U�H���R�I���(�G���3�R�L�Q�W�H�U�·�V���Z�R�U�N����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
http://data.fineartstudioonline.com/dataviewer.asp?keyvalue=1913  

�´�5�H�D�O�L�W�\���6�H�W�V���,�Q�µ���D�U�W�L�F�O�H��������
generates mixed response 

Responses received from the Febru-

�D�U�\���1�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���´�5�H�D�O�L�W�\���6�H�W�V��
�,�Q�µ�����K�D�V���V�W�L�P�X�O�D�W�H�G���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���U�H�P�D�U�N�V�� 

Here are excerpts from just a few of 

the many letters received, followed 

by my response: 

Teresa Robison�³I disagree with your as-
sessment of abstract art.  Art may be a reflec-
tion of society, but it doesn't cause society to 
fall.  Society falls because people are sinners 
and their art is a reflection of their fallen na-
tures.  There is a lot of what is called "art" that 
I do not like, both representational and ab-
stract/modern.  However, there is also a lot of 
representational and abstract art that I do 
like.  I'm a born again Christian and I strive to 
live out my faith.  At the same time, I see noth-
ing wrong with enjoying abstract art as well as 
representational art, impressionistic art, sur-
real art, etc. as long as it is not blasphemous 
or conflicting with my Christian faith.  I do 
believe it is important to Glorify God in every-
thing we do as Christians.  But I think an ab-
stract artist can do that as well as a represen-
tational artist by doing his art to the very best 
of his God given ability.  

JP�³My objection does not question whether 
individual works have value or whether some-
one can enjoy various styles of painting. 
�0�D�\�E�H���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���Z�D�\���W�R���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q���Z�K�D�W�·�V���K�D�S��
pened in the art world is to compare it with 
�Z�K�D�W�·�V���J�R�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�R�G�D�\���L�Q���S�X�E�O�L�F���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H��
theory of evolution is taught as fact. There is 
no other acceptable (approved) viewpoint. 
Even the possibility of there being a divine 
creator is scoffed at and relegated to the trash 
�E�L�Q���R�I���L�J�Q�R�U�D�Q�F�H�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�·�V���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���K�H�U�L�W�D�J�H��
is mocked, discredited, and revised in ex-
change for a country founded by secular slave 
owners, who believed in a total separation 
between the church and the state. Try oppos-
ing these teachings and see what happens. 
Are there exceptions? Is some truth being 
taught? Yes, but in the main, truth, honesty, 
open debate, even the welfare of our children 
is subservient to the agenda. The result is a 
dumbed down society deceived into believing 
a lie. Exactly the same happened in the art 
world. Hundreds of years of incredible art was 
suddenly irrelevant...and proven methods of 
training, which equipped artists to produce 
work of such quality, was looked upon as re-
strictive. So now we have a dumbed down 
society that believes just about anything can 
be declared art.  Anyone can be an artist be-
cause quality of the work and the ability to 
clearly communicate with the audience is no 
longer necessary. Add to this the full weight of 
government, universities and museums...and 
the lie becomes truth. 

Bea King�³Thank you, John, for speaking to 
�D�Q�G���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���R�I���X�V���Z�K�R���O�R�Y�H���$�U�W���E�X�W�����Q�R�W���´�D�U�W�µ����
Your article in the February newsletter is won-
derful.  I am going to forward it to one of my 
nieces who is in "art" school in Tennes-
see.  She was a good photographer until she 
went there and they have, in my opinion, ru-
ined her.  One of her highly praised pieces was 
a collage consisting of pictures torn from 
magazines almost covered with splashed on 
paint with the F___ word written all over it.  So 
totally unlike the way she was raised.  Even her 
photography is bizarre now - half the time I 
can't even figure out what the subject of 
the photo is supposed to be.  I am hoping your 
article will spark a re-awakening of true art. 

JP�³Perfect example of problem. What grade 
do you think she would receive if she photo-
graphed something beautiful and edifying? 

Gordon Baker�³I am73 years of age, a hus-
band, a father, a geologist, an environmental-
ist, a conversationalist, an artist, a skeptic, 
and an atheist.  I agree with every word in your 
newsletter.  Religion is a major foundation of 
civilization and our culture and needs to re-
main important.  Even more important is the 
need for every individual to adhere to the 
moral and ethical standards set forth in the 
New Testament.  I favor Christian morals and 
ethics because that is what I am most familiar 
with.  And, yes, you can be an atheist and still 
be moral and ethical.  I also favor all you had 
to say about art.  I have only been painting for 
the last ten years but have shared your opinion 
of art for the last 50 years.  A few years ago, I 
read an excerpt from a letter written by Pablo 
Picasso late in his life to a friend where he 
�F�R�Q�I�H�V�V�H�V���W�R���´�K�D�Y�L�Q�J���S�H�U�S�H�W�U�D�W�H�G���D���J�U�H�D�W���K�R�D�[��
�R�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���R�I���D�U�W�µ���� Keep up the good effort in 
your newsletters.  

JP�³Doing good things apart from trusting God 
is like doing a wonderful painting on a mil-
dewed canvas. It will all eventually come to 
nothing. The New Testament is much more 
than a code of moral and ethical guidelines. 
People, even governments do good things, but 
as the New Testament also teaches, good 
works without faith in Jesus, is not credited to 
us as righteousness.  (Romans 1-6 explains it) 

�+�H�U�H�·�V���W�K�H���T�X�R�W�H���*�R�U�G�R�Q���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�G�� 

 Pablo Picasso�³�´�7�K�H���U�L�F�K�����W�K�H���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O��
idlers, desire only the peculiar, the sensa-
�W�L�R�Q�D�O�����W�K�H���H�F�F�H�Q�W�U�L�F�����W�K�H���V�F�D�Q�G�D�O�R�X�V���L�Q���W�R�G�D�\�·�V��
art. And I, myself, since the advent of cubism, 
have fed these fellows what they wanted, and 
satisfied the critics with all the ridiculous 
ideas that have passed through my head. The 
less they understood the more they admired 
me. Through amusing myself with all these 
farces I became celebrated, and very rapidly. 
For a painter celebrity means sales and conse-
quent affluence. Today, as you know, I am rich. 
But when I am alone, I do not have the effront-
ery to consider myself an artist at all, not in the 
grand old meaning of the word. Giotto, Titian, 
Rembrandt, Goya were great painters. I am 
only a public clown. I have understood my time 
and have exploited the imbecility, the vanity, 
the greed of my contemporaries. It is a bitter 
confession, more painful than it may seem; 
but at least, and at last, does have the merit of 
�E�H�L�Q�J���K�R�Q�H�V�W���µ����-  1954 

Thanks  to all for your great letters. 
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